ACHS Annual Council Meeting 2007

Breakfast Breakout – Friday, February 16, 2007

Risk Management Issues and Insurance Requirements

Presenters: 

Jim Viehland, Beta Gamma Sigma

Kate Gaertner, Alpha Sigma Nu

Attendees:

Rich Drye, Delta Epsilon Iota

Jim Froula, Tau Beta Pi

Sarah Shoffner, Kappa Omicron Nu

Ann Viano, Sigma Pi Sigma

Paul Wood, Pi Delta Phi

Sara Baker, Lambda Pi Eta

Tom Sweeney, Chi Sigma Iota

Dennis Organ, Alpha Chi

Keith Sanders, Kappa Tau Alpha

Mollie Brown, Alpha Kappa Mu

David Gibson, Phi Sigma Tau

Clark Youngblood, Alpha Chi

Dane Watters, Pi Gamma Mu

Breakout Notes:

Discussion of creating a Formal Risk Management Policy

· More typical with Fraternities & Sororities

· Sense of Limited Risk for Honor Societies

· Discussion of recent case involving a traffic accident 

(student traveling to a Society conference)

Discussion of ACHS survey results in regards to insurance

· Number of staff and size of organizations directly affected the results

· i.e. Some Societies rely on university staffing and insurance

Discussion of Directors & Officers insurance

· ½ had D&O policies in place

· Typically recommended by attorneys, insurance companies, etc.

· Most likely needed for employment related issues (yet many policies exclude this)

· D&O is for protection of the Board, not the Society

Discussion of potential liability for directors

· Suspension of revocation of membership (typically academic honesty issues)

· Many Societies are passive about this, yet many Universities are active 

(so where is the real liability?)

· Non-granting of membership (subjectivity)

· Boards are typically not attorneys and are unaware of the potential minefields.

Discussion of Liability Examples

· Food poisoning at a new member reception

· limited liability due to the following reasons:

· It is an optional event

· Using a county / state certified food service

· Conventions and travel

· Increased liability

· Students brought to a unfamiliar city

· Can mitigate with travel  & accident policies

· Beta Gamma Sigma provides coverage for ANYONE traveling 

on behalf of the Society including students

· Community Service events

· Variable liability

· Possible use of waivers to protect the Society

· Alumni chapters

· Increased liability

· Alcohol often available and post-event driving

· When these chapters request to use university or corporate facilities, Societies have often be asked to provide coverage

Discussion of Event coverage

· To protect against cancellation of conventions, etc.

· Covers air travel, hotel, etc.

Discussion of volunteer injured in connection with an event

· Example: Alumni being asked to speak at a reception, etc.

Best Practice Idea: to have “in case of emergency” listed on conference registrations

