ACHS 2010: Roundtable on Print Publication in an Electronic Age

Martha Zlokovich (Psi Chi), Moderator

Psi Chi (Psychology) transformed their Newsletter into a magazine, Eye on Psi Chi. They’re working on archiving all the old Newsletters which are not yet available online but can be requested. The magazine is printed on paper, but the content is also available online. They also publish a research journal for which the abstracts are available online.  Members can order full articles at no charge.  The Journal gets a lot more online orders for reprints than the magazine does.  Psi Chi is beginning to consider the problems of going to all-electronic (or primarily-electronic) publication.  How would the products look? How much staff time? What cost? Do some members strongly prefer print to electronic?

Why are only the abstracts of the journal articles available online?  Why not the whole articles?  It’s traditional in scientific journals.  The student research journal in Geography has its old issues available in PDF form online, and the current issues are available both online and in print.

Note:  Most undergraduate research journals do not appear in the big online databases such as JSTOR.

The undergraduate journal in Physics has gone all-electronic and publishes one issue per year.  Each issue constitutes one volume of the journal, but the individual papers appear one by one throughout the year.  You couldn’t do this with a print publication.

Physics also publishes a glossy magazine, Radiations, twice a year, and they intend to continue producing it in hard copy for alumni and new members.  They currently print 22,000 copies.  People still like to have and to display an attractive, professional-looking publication in their professional fields.  The nagging question is, Do students even check their mailboxes for print materials now?  Are these mailings wasted on students?

Pi Sigma Alpha’s Newsletter went all-electronic a year ago. Its undergraduate research journal will go all-electronic in the fall of 2010.

There was a discussion of the relative cost of color graphics and photographs in print vs. electronic media. 

Submissions:  Psi Chi is researching ways to manage electronic submissions to an electronic publication, and electronic review of those submissions.

Peer-review process:  Physics and Political Science have student reviewers for research papers; Geography and Psychology use faculty reviewers.

Translations:  Geography publishes abstracts of journal articles in 4 languages including Chinese and Japanese.

